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It has been a busy time at PLPS over the past two weeks.  
 

On Tuesday the students and staff were dressed in an array of 

colour for our school Fun Run. The students demonstrated much 

effort and perseverance to complete the respective distances of 

their races. The support and encouragement students 

demonstrated towards each other was pleasing to see.  Through 

their participation, all students were able to contribute points to 

their house team total. Congratulations to all the students who 

participated. The overall house results from the Fun Run will be 

announced at our next assembly. 
 

From this event, we will also be selecting our inter-school team. 

They will compete and represent PLPS at the District cross-country 

in term two. Thank you to the many parents who came along to 

support and barrack for the children as they competed in their 

events.   
   

Final preparations are being made in readiness for our year 5 

students to head to Sovereign Hill in Ballarat for their camp. They 

are departing Monday morning next week and returning to school 

on Thursday afternoon. We look forward to them sharing their 

learning and experiences when they return.  
  

Information for our year 6 camp was posted on Compass earlier 

this week. Our year 6 students will be travelling to Canberra from 

October 2nd to 6th. This camp provides our students with an 

outstanding opportunity to experience learning directly associated 

with their inquiry unit of work, in civics and citizenship. As part of 

the camp program, students will visit a number of buildings, sites 

and attractions associated with the development and role of 

government in Australia. To assist with our planning and the 

financial commitment to the camp, parents are asked to indicate 

whether their child will be attending the camp. This can be 

completed through the consent form on Compass, together with 

the payment of the deposit, due on April 26th.  
 

Today was the final session for our Cultural Dance Program. 

Students and staff have thoroughly enjoyed learning the variety of 

dances being taught by the Footstep Dance Company. The students 

will have the opportunity to perform what they have learnt to other 

year levels next week.  The conclusion of the program also 

coincides with our casual dress day, where students were 

encouraged to wear a touch of orange to highlight and celebrate 

Harmony Day.  
 

Students were also invited to donate an item to be included in the 

Easter Hampers. A big shout out and thank you for the generosity 

of our families for the many donations today. Thank you also to the 

many families who have already purchased tickets for the raffle. The 

raffle will be drawn and announced on Wednesday, April 5th. 
 

Next Tuesday, March 28th, Mrs Webster and Mrs Krstevski will have 

the pleasure of accompanying our eighteen student leaders into 

the city to attend the GRIP Student Leadership Conference being 

held at the Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre. GRIP 

Leadership is a values driven, independent organisation who 

develop leaders with a special focus on school students and the 

educational sector. The values driving the organisation are; 

Generosity, Responsibility, Integrity and People. Some of the topics 

to be covered throughout the day are: Leading the Way, Generosity 

and Ideas to Lead the Way. Our student leaders are looking forward 

to participating in a day of learning and development, together with 

having the opportunity to use and implement their ideas and 

learnings when they return to school. 
 

The first of our 2023 school performances will be at the Cardinia 

Cultural Centre starring our Prep and year 1 students. Children and 

staff have been working hard in Performing Arts classes learning 

and rehearsing their songs. The performances are early next term 

on the evenings of Tuesday, May 2nd and Wednesday, May 3rd. 

Important information was posted last week in regard to purchasing 

tickets. For all shows at the CCC, tickets need to be purchased 

through their ticketing system. This can be done online, via phone 

or in person at the CCC. For further information please contact CCC 

on 1300 887 624. Their operating hours are Monday to Friday, 9am 

to 5pm.   
 

The annual Premier’s Reading Challenge is about to begin for 2023 

and once again I’m pleased to inform our community that PLPS will 

be participating. This is a wonderful opportunity for teachers and 

parents to encourage our children to read books and appreciate 

reading as an enjoyable recreational pursuit. 

Miss McMillan has outlined more information in this week’s 

newsletter, including the participation of our Prep to year 2 students 

and an expression of interest form for students in years 3 to 6. If 

parents are interested in their children participating in this program, 

they are welcome to contact Miss McMillan, our library technician. 
 

With school holidays fast approaching, I would like to advise all 

families that OSHClub is providing their vacation care program for 

our students at PLPS. Parents who are currently using the service 

will receive information from OSHClub. For parents who are not 

currently using these services all inquiries may be directed to 

OSHClub on 0438 559 017 or 1300 395 735. 
 

Thursday, April 6th is the final day of our first term of 2023 and will 

conclude at the earlier dismissal time of 2.15pm. Parents need to 

make the necessary arrangements for the collection of their children 

at this earlier dismissal time. Our OSHClub will be operating from 

this earlier time to support parents and families who require this 

service. 
 
 
Kerrie Kingston-Gains  
Principal 

Principal’s Report 



Admin News 
 

  DIARY DATES 
 

 

 

 

Friday 10th February - Friday  24th March: Summer Interschool Sports 

  

Monday 27th March - Thursday 30th March: Year 5 Sovereign Hill Camp 

 

Tuesday 28th March: GRIP Student Leadership Conference 

 

Friday 31st March: Year 2 Toy Science Incursion 

 

Friday 31st March: Summer Lightning Premiership - Year 5/6 Selected Students 

 

Monday 3rd April: Year 3 Melbourne Museum Excursion 

 

Wednesday 5th April: Year 4 to Year 6 - Athletics Day  

 

Wednesday 5th April: Easter Bonnet Parade - Prep to Year 2 

 

Wednesday 5th April: Easter Raffle Drawn 

 

Thursday 6th April: End of Term 1 - Early Dismissal time 2:15pm 

 

Monday 24th April: Term 2 commences 

 

Tuesday 25th April: ANZAC Day Public Holiday  





 

 

 

If you are in Year 3-6 and would like to participate in this year’s VPRC please fill 
out this expression of interest and return it to the school office and Miss   
McMillan will send you more information. 
Student Name(s) and Grade ……………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Dear Parents and Students, 

Pakenham Lakeside Primary School proudly participates 
in the Victorian Premier’s Reading Challenge initiative.  It 
runs in yearly cycles and is a fantastic opportunity to get 

your children enjoying reading. 
 

Our Prep, Year 1 and 2 students will be completing the 
challenge at school with their class. If you are in Year 3, 4, 
5 or 6 and would like to participate in the challenge please 

fill out the expression of interest form in this newsletter 
and send it back to school and I will send you out more  

information. 
 

Year 3 – Year 6 are required to read fifteen books. Ten or 
more must be from the challenge booklists. Booklists are 
available in the LRC and the majority of the library book 
collection are challenge books. You must finish reading 

your fifteen challenge books by the end of  August. 
 

On completion of the challenge all successful participants 
will receive a certificate of congratulations from the      

Victorian Premier.   
 

Please visit www.vic.gov.au/premiers-reading-challenge 
 for more information. 

 

Have fun reading! 
Narelle McMillan 

Library Technician 



 

Canteen News 
 

The last day for Canteen for 
Term 1 will be: 

 Thursday 6th April. 
 
  

The first day for canteen for 
Term 2 will be:  

Thursday 27th April. 

 
 

 

LATE ARRIVALS 
 

 

Every student arriving after  

the 9am bell must come to  

the school office to collect a  

Late Pass to take to their  

teacher. 

 

If students do not collect a  

late pass, parents  

will receive a text message    

at 11:30am advising of  

their child’s absence. 

 
Staff Carpark 

 
Our school carpark is for staff parking 
between 8.30am and 3.45pm on school 
days by order of the School Council. 

 
During these times parents are not  

 permitted to park in the school car-
park.  

 
The carpark is not permitted for use 
for dropping off and picking up stu-

dents or for leaving your car unattend-
ed while  

collecting your children.  
 

This is to ensure the safety of all  
students in the school.  

 

Thank you 

 

Lunch Boxes  
&  

Drink Bottles 

 
Attention: Parents 

 
Could you please ensure 
you label all lunch boxes 
and drink bottles so these 

can be returned to students 
should they misplace them. 

 
 
 



 

IMPORTANT MESSAGE 
Sharing of food 

 

Sharing of food items is NOT permitted at PLPS, 
due to reasons associated with health, safety and 

family beliefs and choice.  Food cannot be          
distributed to other students: this includes food 
items to celebrate birthdays. Non-food items can 

be shared for birthdays, if so desired. 
 

When food items are being used within the 
teaching and learning programs at school,       

communications will be posted on Compass to 
parents and carers outlining the food items        
being used.  Parents will have the option to       

discuss implications for their child or opt out of 
these activities. 

 

 

Hats 
 

Hats are part of our 
school uniform in Term 1. 

 
It is strongly 

recommended that all 
students have their hats 

on when they play at 
recess and lunch time out 

in the yard.  
 

Please remember to label 
your hats too! 

 

 

 

ICY POLE FRIDAY 
 

    We will be selling           
lemonade icy poles at      
lunch time on Fridays       

during term 1   
 

Icy poles are $1.40 each and 
can be purchased from the 

Canteen. 

 

Parking Around the School 
 

Street parking is available along  
Shearwater Drive and Everly Circuit.  

 
Please be courteous to our surrounding residents, when parking, 

dropping or collecting students from school - obey parking 
signs, do not park in or over driveways.  

We ask that you leave enough time to drop off and pick up      
children in a safe and legal manner. 



Please note:  All tickets for PLPS concerts being performed at Cardinia Cultural Centre 
are now required to be purchased through the CCC, not at our school office. 

 

Tickets are now on sale for our Prep and Year 1 families.  
Prices are – Adults $18 and Children (under 16 years) $15. Children aged 3 years and 

under are free when not occupying a seat (sitting on your lap). Tickets can be           
purchased online, over the phone or in person at the CCC. If you have any queries     

regarding ticket purchasing, please contact the Cardinia Cultural Centre on 1300 887 
624. Their operating hours are Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm.  In order to ensure that there are 
no families left without tickets, a maximum of three tickets in total can be purchased 

per family over both performances. This decision has been taken to ensure that as 
many immediate family members as possible can see our children perform.  Our     

venue has a seating capacity of 356.  Any tickets that have not been sold during the 
first round will be available to purchase when a second round sale is advertised on the 

1st of May. 
This is the live link to purchase concert tickets with-  

https://CARDINIA.sales.ticketsearch.com/sales/salesevent/106489 
 

DVD & USB recordings of the performance will be available to purchase.  More           
information regarding purchasing will be distributed at a later date. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcardinia.sales.ticketsearch.com%2Fsales%2Fsalesevent%2F106489&data=05%7C01%7CNarelle.McMillan%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cc8d5190ef79a45050add08db25bcc4ec%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund Applications 
 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, 
camps and sporting activities. 
 
If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card,           
Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, 
you may be eligible. There is also a special consideration category for asylum seeker and refu-
gee families. 
 
Payment amounts for 2023 are $125 for eligible primary school students.  Payments are made   
direct to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and sporting activities 
for the benefit of your child. 
 
It is important that funding made available in 2023 supports students to participate in school 
trips, camps and sporting activities this year rather than being held for future years. This funding 
can also be used in conjunction with any funding accrued from previous years.  
 
If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application 
form this year, unless there has been a change in your family circumstances. 
 
If you are new to our school this year or if you would like to apply for the first time, please      
complete an application form and return it to our school office as soon as possible.  Applications 
for the CSEF program for 2023 close on 23rd June 2023. 
 
You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility, on the      
Department of Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page -        
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/resources. 
 
Check with our school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the school 
office as soon as possible. 
 
Kind Regards 

 
Kerrie Kingston-Gains 
Principal 
 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/resources























